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I am neither a great national figure like Cardinal 

Hinsley, nor a glamorous visitor like General de Gaulle. 

I cannot hope to equal either in Oratory or in importance. 

I find myself thrust into eminence beside them 

because in recent months I have become a rather notorious 

character. I have been bold enough to say openly and with 

all possible emphasis that I believe in my country. I believe 

in the cause she is fighting for. I am confident that she 

can win. I want her to throw off her sloth and get on with 

the job of smashing the enemy. I want her to put an end once 

and for all to this German menace thfct is not only a peril to 

mankind, but the existence of which is an eternal disgrace to 

all mankind .*Jj| 

Now there is nothing lyfasual in these views/ They 

are not original. I did no)/ invent them. They Xre the 

thoughts in the' minds of mgfst of the people in y4is country 

at the moment. What astounds me is that I sl*6uld have created 

such an enormous inte/est simply by expressing them. That 
i / / 

shows the depths tc/which our country tias/been reduced by 

twenty years of jgfalsied Government. 

Now h6w did we get into suclVa statei^lyWhy is it 

that so sooi/after the most tremendous victory in our history 

we should/be facing the greatest drisis in our history? 

The ansVer is very simple. We put the leadership of this 
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nation Into the hands 01 men Who thought that* talking warfare 

important than doing things. The ability to talk ca$66 to »e 

considered the only qualification that mattered, 

We put conscientious objectors into^rfgh places and 

flung the men who had won the war into thegutter. We chose 

as our Prime Minister a master of oratorical incomprehensibility. 

He talked and talked and talked azfa no one ever understood what 

he was saying. He was so cpefpletely incomprehensible that we 

thought from his profundity that he must be marvellous. 

In the fullness of time he went and in his place we put 

a perfect wizard/df inanition. A man who made indecision and 

inaction intg/a virtue and labelled it "Safety First", a political 

Pinnochio/#ithout a Jimminy Cricket. 

7^Xy\ When you reflect on the history of recent years it is 

^artrwiraola that wo are even standing up Luday^J 

XXX ̂  Now for all my bellicosity let me say that I am by no 

means a warlike man. I hate war. It should not be necessary 

for men to fight each other for the right to exist. There is 

quite enough fighting of a righteous kind to be done. Fighting 

to abolish unnecessary hardship, want and poverty. Fighting to 

make progress not to destroy. Fighting to make this bountiful 

earth of ours more bountiful still, not to lay it in ruins 

-I do nut, bwlievw Lhisjscar was necessary. I believe 

it could have been^sped^ed. I believe it should have been 

avoided. •STrfyou cannot tame a tiger with a saucer of milk, 

iai is what ww U'led to do. 



It iff j -anti nlwayj lia^ Ubbu,t h a t  l i  y e  

yourself in a war the wise^i^tHlng to do ise-j r̂""fifln it as quickly 

as you can. ̂ jre-nsaves you worry. ̂/Tt saves you money. And 

mporbaut pi' all It you precious lives. 

^ j ê*tThere is only one way to win a war. If you cannot 

make a leopard change his spots, you knock them off. You have 

to hit your enemy as hard as you can where he doesn't expect to 

be hit, and if possible with something he doesn$T expect to be 

hit with.*""! XXX 
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X^X |T~"Orthodox minds are no use in war. A great man who 

bore the same name as myself, General Gordon, once said 

"England was made by adventurers, not by its Government, and 

I believe it will only hold its place by adventurers". 

I believe that too^j ̂ XX/X 
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lack of that decisive^cSlity of mind that can see the opportunity 

to strik^fGthlessly and resolutely on the instant, are a graver 
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high places in this country in the past twenty years. The 

heart of the nation was sound enough. Our limbs were strong 

as everfc. . Red,j^ood red blood still flowed through us. It 
» / 

was the head that was weak and wor 

froth on top,. 

There was too much 

That was why we drifted into war. That was why the 

British Empire was broughj/within almost a single day of 

extinction!_ For had our Air Force been driven from the sky 

above the Channel op/that historic September afternoon we were 

lost. 

A few/hundred young men saved us. A few thousand 

young men a/e still saving us in North Africa. Some time in 

the future many thousands more, now fitting themselves for the 

task behind our sea coasts, will bring us victory. 

There was never an escape like ti. in history. Pray 

yfrtl thmre will 1 i i i 1 I 'I in i i[ii iffi 

XXX 1 I have said that I am not a warlike man. Neither am 

I a vindictive man. But I think that men who have been guilty 

of such crimes as Hitler, Mussolini, Goering and their gangs 

I deserve punishment and must be punished. They must be taught, 

as all criminals are taught, that crime doesn't pay. It is not 

mercy they need but justice, j 

And when_.it is all over, whpfce are we going? When my 

generation came home from the war J1Q odd* years ago, no praise 



was too high for us, no promises too profuse. But the land 

fit for heroes tolive in did not quite come up to our dreamt. 

year. Great w&npf great poverty/ We saw our good-comrades 

who had foughfc'so valiantly^wfth us begging in ttfe gutter. 

We saw t)a€ power of mongy grow and by misus^inflict great 

suffering. We saw/men who had the rigftx to work fobbed o£f 

th doles because work was made impossible for themX^sometimes 

Ŷ jr\ I Let us make up our minds now, before we have to face 

the problem, that what happened to s# many of the fine men who 

fought to save us 25 years ago is not going to happen to the 

great boys who are saving us today^ 

Rebuilding is g„giBg to be a difficult task. It may 

be thaii it will be a harder fight than even the war. The same 
/ —M \/\A y 

old promises are already being made. 1 /(uyUiW^^Wd&apef?' 

that one of the things we are fighting forjap£arently is that 

there shall be a few more places fpp-^lementary bpyifin public 

schools. Isn't it pathetipf^^ 

A politica^^e6rrespondent^pr6te the other day that the 

Government hg^llecided that we^nad earned the right to a better 

BritaJjar'loy our heroisnu///̂ ^Earned the right to a better Britain" 

iark you I Can you believe it? Well may we ask who but 



ourselves has the rl^b^to decide whether wej^ going to have 

a better Brit^iifor not. Does any jp^etfp of men really believe 

that the^have the power to gjLvgus a better Britain or to take 

-fGavay just as they please? If they~du Lliey are in for shocks*. 

X As a people throughout history we have shown a genius 

for making social changes without disastrous upheavals. We shall 

need all that genius in the years that lie immediately ahead. 

They may be hard and difficult years. But certainly they will 

be historic years. | The whole future happiness of men is in our 

hands. Pray Godr-that we - and those who are fighting beside us -

shall be worthy of our opportunity. 1 XXX 

\ 



COPY/ JOHN GORDON'S SPEECH AT FOYLE'S LUNCHZIN. 

There is only one way to win a war. If you cannot make a leopard 

change his spots, you knock then off# You have to hit your enemy as hard as 

you can where he doesn't expect to be hit, and if possible with something he 

doesn't expect to be hit with. 

Orthodox minds are no use in war. A great man who bore the same name 

as myself, General Gordon, once said "England was made by adventurers, not by 

its Government, and I believe it will only hold its place by adventurers•" X 

believe that too. 

I have said that I am not a warlike man. Neither am I a vindictive 

man. But I think that men who have been guilty of such crimes as Hitler, Mus­

solini, Goering and their gangs deserve punishment and must be punished. They 

must be taught, as all criminals are taught, that crime doesn't pay. It is not 

mercy they need but justice. 

Let us make up our minds no®, before we have to face the problem, that 

what happened to so many of the fine men who fought to save us 25 years ago is 

not going to happen to the great boys x>4io are saving us to-day. 

The whole future happiness of men is in our hands. Pray God that we -

and those who are fighting beside us - shall be worthy of our opportunity. 


