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On the road to Asmara, the Italians blew the road away in several instances 
to hold up our troops. The road hold ups were in all cases put in order by 
Indian Sappers and Miners who did an excellent job of work in an amazingly short 
time. Pictures show them at work whilst our front line is only half a mile 
away. Prisoners arriving from front line .... these are the crack Italian 
Grenadiers. Gun position in the rock face uncompleted as a result of our 
speedy advance .... this position alone could have controlled about four miles 
of open road. The first tank, armoured cars of the Sudanese Defence Force, 
motorised unit of same force and heavier tanks were seen going through after the 
road was cleared .... prisoners watch. The above on first four rolls. 

At daybreak our tanks went forward along the road on 1st April and our 
infantry across country not knowing what was ahead of them. I boarded the 
first tank and sitting behind the turret shot pictures which may be shaky but a 
tank is no Rolls Royce. After several miles we came across an Italian Emissary 
who had come forward to talk or arrange a talk about the surrender of Asmara. 
(Tall chap with a bit of a beak for a nose). 

We were informed that there were no mines on the road to Asmara but the 
natives (ascaris ?) were not yet informed that the war had stopped and would 
perhaps shoot at any English or Indian troops. We wnt forward and in one or 
two cases had to use machine guns but mostly the Italians (natives following 
their lead) came running towards us waving white flags. Later we came across 
a lorry load of Italians making off towards Asmara and ordered them to dismount, 
amongst them was a priest. By this time it was realised there was little 
resistance left, s a motorised unit took over the lead. A second lot of 
emissaries were met and are seen talking to Brigadier Rees arranging a definite 
rendezvous two kilometres outside Asmara an hour later. I went forward in the 
leading car and we waited for the Italians to come back with the Chief of Police 
and Bishop of Asmara. Pictures show them arriving in convoy, getting out of 
cars and approaching the Brigadier. Up to this moment I was the only member of 
the press to be present .... as.everyone was getting into charabanc the first 
two correspondents turned up. I had slept night in ditch without most advanced 
troops in order to get action pictures - what a hope. The Bishop is the guy 
with a beard. Attempt at pictures inside charabanc of actual conference. 
Brigadier is fellow of small stature wearing cap. 

When such things as curfew had been arranged, the shutting of all shops 
etcetera, the main details of armistice, the Italians returned to Asmara and we 
followed in about half an hour. 

More travel pictures perhaps somewhat shaky but nevertheless taken from the 
first car to enter Asmara. As we drove down the street the Eritrean police and 
few soldiers came to attention and saluted. Civilians were hiding behind 
curtains and very few and far between on the streets. One could see them peering 
from behind balconies but impossible to photograph them. The motorised unit 
drove up to the Governor's place and a guard presented arms with everybody else 
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to attention as the Brigadier, went into hie hew headquarters followed by 
Italian officers. Further pictures show the palace and the soldiers of 
various types with their arms thrown down on the ground before them .... groups 
of people watching our troops .... long shot of Asmara cathedral, proclamation 
to the people saying that despite the heroic fight put up by the Italians and 
jjritreans there was nothing for it but to come to terms with the Inglesi and 
realise that a superior force and equipment was up against them. Traffic was 
changed from left to right. Indians marching into the town after the. first 
heavy downpour of rain this year. It would appear that our success is just 
in time before the rains begin. Fogging, if any, is due to loosely rewound 
eyemo spools put up by Kodak's of Cairo ..,, I ran off footage on each roll in 
an attempt to prevent trouble. Civilians were sulky the first few hours, but 
after a while, especially the following morning as I type this, they came out 
in full strength in the streets, 

Story also covered by Gaumont and Indian Army Official photographer. 
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Following the capture of Asmara, British prionsers were discovered to be in 
captivity at a place.called Adi Ugri, fifty four kilometres south-west of Asmara. 
In all there were a hundred and fifty which were all prisoners taken on all fronts 
since Italy declared war including airmen'. 

A tunnel was under way and an escape was planned for the 15th April. The 
tunnel when they were released had already,reached a length of 105 feet and 
another fifteen feet were needed to complete the job of taking them outside the 
prison camp. The work was started on t>e 9th January and an average of a foot 
and a half was made per day .... men did shifts of 35 minutes apiece and worked 
every three days in the tunnel. The earth from the tunnel was distributed over 
the ground.outside and a garden was started. To get the guards used to their 
carrying a huge saucepan around with earth in it, they cleared up their exercise 
yards and carried the s tuff around in a huge saucepan - when this continued to 
be carried around later no notice was taken of it. In tunnelling detours had to 
be made to get around rocks encountered. Upon their release a Union Jack was 
iiMediately flown at the masthead, The flag was made of a sheet, colouring was 
carried out with ink and red roof paint, sewn together by the Italian's sewing 
machine borrowed 'to mend clothes'. 

The tunnel lid was made of three ply wood nailed on to a stouter material, 
It was cut with a penknife•to the exact shape of the hole and mottled to take the 
appearance of concrete. 

This story is contained in the last 300 feet in Tin No.2. 

B138/A2/ 
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F.W. Bayliss 

Eritrea's last stand 

Between Asmara and Massawa 

400 feet 

Kodak Plus X 

Boll 1. 

To slow up our progress the Italians blew up .the road half way between 
Asmara and Massawa. We were so hot on their,tails that the men who blew up 
the road were captured and put to work repairing it:. Pictures taken at dusk 
as the work neared completion. This is the biggest road block encountered in 
this campaign. Had -our troops arrived an hour earlier we could have prevented 
the road being blown up - our troops did a wonderful job to get so quickly 
forward as it was, however. ' 

The following day: Two general views of the country through which our 
troops had to fight their way yet make such rapid progress. 

General Heath speaking to members of the Free French Force, 
run to the advanced O.P. about eight miles from Massawa. 

Roll 2 and 3. 

A line being 

On Saturday, 5th April about 3 p.m. having got our tanks, guns and infantry 
in position to fire into Massawa, we sent forward a truce party into the Italian 
lines in the hope they would see the futility of continuing resistance. 
Pictures show the party going forward along the road and coming across a barbed 
wire barrier. With a machine gun post fifty yards to our left this was 
removed before the Italians were aware of our presence: a quarter of a mile 
further on, we later discerned an anti-tank gun trained on us. The officer in 
the machine gun post came forward and then sent for further officers and the 
result was that two of our three officers (3) were taken into Massawa. They 
were blindfolded half a mile further on. When they returned it was dark. 

(Whilst they were gone I spoke with the remaining three officers who stated they 
hoped for a cessation of hostilities, but if instructed to do so they supposed 
they would have to continue fighting. The following day at about 11 am. whilse 
I was still in front of our lines-waiting-for eventualities, an Italian car 
turned up with final reply (the matter having been referred to Rome). I acted 
as interpreter and blindfolded his eyes before taking him to see the General 
Heath, O.C. operations. The reply was that they would continue to fight from 
1 p.m. onwards 1 He was taken back to his car and sent on his way "expressing 
the regret at having to fight on. 

Roll 4. 

Finish of the Italian Emissary's visit. War starts again and Italian shells 
drop behind our line and artillery doing no damage at all." Four inch shot of 
Massav/a in the distance. Range finder in our front line position. Distant 
shot of 75 mm. French gun's shrapnel shells bursting over enemy gun position 
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on left of Massawa. Two inch shot of Massawa. 

with this. 

EXCLUSIVE. — -

B138/A.2. 
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Cameraman F.vf. Bayliss 
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I*® 
looking on without any resistance to us at all. _ 

Brigadier Briggs. 

Scene of Tanks greeted by Italians marching to assembly points. 
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S.R. BOllNETT. 
"far Correspondent. 

Gauraont-British News. 
- c/o A.D.P.R. 

& S. Rolls 1 & 2 400 feet 
Eyi.ro l,2,3,4,5,fc 7 . 605 " 

Ppot '1*vu5 rr< 

SUBJECT. Attack on' anc! fall of small villages of TECLES/N and 
capital of Eritrea - ASMARA. 

Eymo Roll 1 - 1 1t. AT TECLESAH. Indian Infantry are advancing 
end passing light guns and ammunition--left by the Italians etc.,. etc.. 

Eymo Roll 2 - 1— ft. 2 kilometres outside AG1ARA. - Here are several 
scenes of the conference which took place "before entry to torm was 
}™xdci ~ Group of Italian and British Officers. Pan from Tank named 
Djccator1' co private car which brought Italian conference officers -
note hero •./hi be and Italian flags on same. General view of scene 
shoeing charabanc in whi.eh. conference, was- held. Interior scene. 
Brigadier Rees in centre - Exterior'dit tb". •" —-

jfa-'-i 3 ~ 100 ft* In AS ARA. General view of Tiboops, tanks 
and transport movements o.s they arrive - note absence of population. 
Brig. Rees is seen entering various buildings to "take over". There 
arc also several shots of the Governor's House - quite a beautiful 
place v/ith well kept gardens such as was not oxpectcd here,.. 

jJymq loll 4 - 100 ft. In AK.IARA. A'Scottish regt. arrive led. by 1 
piper whioh has brought out many people who appear to be curious. 
Following them arc a stream of more tonics and transport. 

Eyao. Rolls 5,6 & 7. 205 ft. In A3!.ihSk. 2nd Dpi. Union Jack is 
a ^n flying, outside Italian II. q. - now British Headquarters - 'buses 
are seen running and-people more about as. things, return to ftotmal. 
*Ivtiisso Serect'1 (board sign) is seen together With view of street 
and the big Italian undamaged church. On end" 6f roll- 7 is seen shots 
of dumps of war material - including iiolotoff cocktails -'these were 
taken from car as wo raced by and arc probably unsteady* 

ll & S Rolls 1 c": 2 400_ ft. On way-to and in ASliABA. A general view 
of Asmara together witk. siiot of undamaged wireless aerials is shoxm. 
At Aerodrome burnt out and damaged planes and hangers arc seen. On 
way to Asmara - new road slides and concrete blocks,-intended to stop 
our advance are pictured in various shots but thanks to our sappers and 
liijners were cleared and built up in a few hours till owing the heaviest 
traffic to pass. 

' - 
r 'B 1JS/13 • r| 

S.R. BONNET, 
GWliOICT - BRITISH NEV/S. 

' ' ' ' -

li & S R0IJLS Nos. 1,2 & 5. 525 foot 
E:/mo " " 1,2,3,4,5,6 & 7 700 feet 

Total. 1225 foot 

Eyao Roll Ho. 1. Before attack on llassawa, Indian N.C.O's are 
instructed re- their objectives to be attacked ecurly next morning -
Instructions arc helped by the a.id of a send map showing river, 
ridges, hills etc. 

Ey.ro Roll No. 2. A star shell used by the Italians overnight is brough 
in by Indian troops and inspected by their officer. Following thi gl

are several shots of prisoners captured before breakfast (7 a.m.) 
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by our conducting officcr (llajor Monckton) and myself - Tie were 
ahead of our troops and ran into this machine gun nest - walking 
straight at them and calling to them to come out with the Eyiao camera ... 
pointing at them like a Tomiy-gun, 8 cciie out on their knees — we 
made them ca.rry their machine gun and water tank back to our lines 
returning later to carry straight on into Hassawn, - Here scenes are 
on roll (Eyao) 7» - On advance to Hassawa wo ca ic across a fort "built 
in hill and difficult to see from a distance - However, white flag 
was put out as we came nearer and ia scon flying on polo, 

Eymo Roll (3) Still approaching Hassawa, we came across a 
large 3 span bridge which was suspected of being mined. Traffic is 
seen being diverted into river "bod, Under bridge are seen many prisoners 
sheltering from the sun, awaiting escort back to our lines and safety. 
Further on v.e pass a burning dump - sheds, cars aJid a light tank arc 
scon still burning. Roll finishes on a shot of scuttled boats in 
Has sewn Harbour. 

E;nno Roll ii'o. 4. Entering Hassawa, Tanks and Transport are seen 
entering outskirts of Town watched by interested natives. Roll finishes 
on Officer inspecting Italian A. A. guns which wore used against our 
'pianos (continued on Roll 5*) 

Eyvio Roll No.5. In Hassawa. Officor inspecting A.A. and 
Naval guns on sea front - in background is seen the Naval Flag Tower 
from which 2 shots are taken showing ammunition cases and oil drums 
dumped into the sea by the Italiozis before throwing in. Following this 
is a scene which should come in. earlier. It pictures the last and oest 
defences wo saw. These shorn arc Anti-tank walls rhich were not completed 
owing to our rapid advcuicc, Skeleton work and completed section arc 
shown. 

Eymo Roll,6, Roll oontionces with a few more shots of Anti
tank defences from previous roll. Followed by a road sign "HASSAVA" 
with a quick pen to British Transport Driver seated in his truck -
"'Tell, we are' hero" sort of thing. Then follows several shots of 
prisoners which wo passed on the road,- Salt pans arc seen in rear and 
a shot without prisoners was taken to show the method of this 
sun-dried-soa-water-salt business* 

Eymo Roll No, 7. In llassawa. Shots show wireless masts^destroyed 
by Italians as"™we entered town (On j i  & S roll 2), There are 12 shots 
showing masts still upright and boat scenes on L « S roll 3 w.iich arc 
distance shots of so ttlcd boats. These shots in this roll arc token 
aboard and show list of ship by officcr walking along dock etc.^ Roll 
ends with further shots of Machine Gun nest as per roll 2 (Eymo;« 

it c" 3 Roil 1. 200 ft. Several shots showing the JIaid, (General Piatt 
^-in^"man ̂"officially took over the capital of ::ritrca - .Asmara, 
Scenes show Guard, of Honour speech. Introduction on stops of 
Governor's place and inspection of released British prisoners of war, 

H c: p Roll 2 200 feet. Before Fall of Hassrwa, 
Lori * jfocus shots" as seen from our positions on ridges about 3 miles 
away - shots os scuttled ships in harbour - Radio 1 lasts which wore la cor 
destroyed by the Italians. General view of tcr.m coo, may DO Suun -
Later In Mas sawn. Scuttled tanks are soon in the water - Those never 
ventured out of the torm and this/ wjs our first view of thorn, 

H £: S Roll 3, 125 foot. Fur the J sjhots of Tanlcs in sea followed by shot 
of large" lorry full of acnmxnitioi, \jfolch the Italians tried to run over 
nr.il into sea. There are one or pSo (^O'^ -ups to cut in witn vuie. 
Following arc %.S. 1I.S. and closc^pTf scuttled ships (Close-ups 
on roll 7 Eymo), » 

: 

Note Probably on roll 7 Eymo will be found shoes OJ. a group also 
"of man entering a car and closc-up of two inside car. This is Admiral 
Benctti. the defoncer of Hassawa, - Pictures will show that,ho dislikes 
being "ohotographod finally a blanket is held in front of him and car 
drives him accompanied by our officcr, away for further questioning etc,..,. 

Signed. S.R. Bonnett. 



Public delations, Government of India... 

300 fc t oxoosed .film. 

The fall of Jlrt'ssawa. 

Film No.1. 

General Heath on his way to "battle Headquarters outside 
liassawa. 

Sappers and 1 liners and Free French talcing cover from enemy 
shell fire. 

Before the final attack on Massawa, vre sent a message to 
the .'.clmiral of 1 lassnwa to surrender. The offer was turned dom. 

Pilz.1 No.2,. 

N.C.O's of the Gar;mlia receiving nstructions on a ground 
maij prior to their attack. The attack vont through \:ith great succcss 
rmS. the .Cart/alia were one .of the first to arrive in the Tovm of llassawa. 

Film Ho. j* . . 
\ 

This was a great day for I la j or Elonckton and Hr. Dennett of 
Grfxmaont British and myself. The first scene shona the Major and IIr# 
Bonnett climbing through the- barbed rare. Tfc had no sooner got through 
whon to our horror xro walked straight into an enemy machine 'gun nest, 
but X70 thought it had been abandoned and '.rent within 25 yards 'hen I 
s'ootted the gunners about to aim at us. V7e sea cored and got oclnnd 
the post. Scene 2 shows .the l:ajor holding up the prisoners and socnc 
3 prisoners carrying their orm. ua&iinc gun back to our .linesr Scene 
•2L going through the barbed wire r«& bocnc 5 at the Prisoners of './ar Gawp. 

Film Ho.4, 

GanoraL Heath, Coli Russell and Zajor .vbherton watching 
operations from Battle :..0. Three naval prisoners brought up to 
Battle H.Q. Thp onaug fort where' the final resistance oroke. 
The flag to go up. Our troops entering Massawa."-- . . . 

Fi km No.5. ' 

.liassawa Bridge, thousands of, prisoners captured by our troops 
and Free. French. One of the prisoners told me they had not had anything 
to oat for 26 hours. -• * 1 „ 

Before we entered the port the iti's had destroyed large 
quantities of ammunitions, transport.-c-nd tanks. The last scene shows 
one of those dumps in flames. 

Film. ITo. o» 

Col. . "onclar, oomarnding the Free French-after his antcrviovr 
with the Admiral of llassawa, . , ,. 

Our tanks arriving in the city amidst cheers from tnc native 
populace. Our troops arriving at the Jtlmiralty. Thp. Admiral and 
Italian Naval Officers proceeding to Admiral1s house. 

Film No.7. , 

Sabotage was rampant in the harbour whore the enemy hr.d 
scuttled practically all tkoi£*iX3lp bs. This" film shows oho o::tonu OJ. the 
damage. Note the. two German a'hijj$ also scuttled. The cncrrnco bo the 
harbour is completely blocked. J 

. • . . 

Film No.8, Scenes in Haas awn. 
T̂Ms fil;a ̂  in the camera; if any seems worth 

while, please out out). 

Signed 0. Ingram, 
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