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Subject Avalanche estastrophy in Austria 

Location Vorarlberg,Austria Shipment No Date 16*Jan$19^4* 

Type of Film Lave der - Type of Camera Arriflex Eyemo 

Light conditions good Footage exposed 24© 

Number of cans J. More to come no 

Roll Scene D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  S c e n e s  

Running story. 

At the 12th Jan.the western province of Austria,named 
Vorarlberg, was hit by the worst avalanche catastrophy in 
history * A sudden rise in temperature caused, that at 
least loo avalanches came thundering down burying houses 
and people. Atthis date more than 25o people have been' 
swept down, thereof 112 have been dug up dead and many 
are not accounted for yet. iaxtkaxiiii All cownunicatidiis 
to and from the province of Vorarlberg are interrupted, 
all rescue operations are hampered by the hugesnow and 
the fact, that, becaues .of the a till.high .temperature more 
avalanches are expected. 

Scene by scene; 

mready during the night rescuers try to reach the tr#ped. 

On •the. next day-h©liocopt-©FS f ro/a Switzerland and -from-the 
US.Army are trying to reach BLOWS, the hardest hit little 
village in the ttOrossesWalsertalB of Vorarlberg. 

ixesduors on fat. are trying to reach the region, 

The village of Blons. 

Headed by crack alpine gendarms the rescue begins. 

Rescue operations. 

Victims ," ; - - ; • ; • 

Some of the 6©—dead In this* 111 tie vi llage. 

Also specially trained, dogs are brought in by heliocopter 
to aid in the rescue. 

victims* this""little gin has -been swept down by avalanches 
zwice, but was rescued both times. 

The wounded are flown out by heliocopter to Ludesch, where 
bigger crafts and ambulance-cars are waiting to receive them. 



CAPTION SHEET CONTINUED 

Roll Scene D e s c r i p t i o n  f  S  c  e  n  e  s  

The death toll according to latest reports run up to 115 
dead and 2o are still missing. This is the greatest 
avalanche catastrophy, that has hit Austria in all times. 

Since Austria-Wochenschau, federal newsreel of Austria, 
and we agreed on a pool work(the only chance to get pic­
tures), I can only furnish you a lavender print. 

Auscria-Wocaenschau will ship to all other reels except 
Paramount,that means,that your New-York branch will have 
to depend on your shipment. I have sent a wire to Paramnu 
Mew-York* informing them,that you are receiving this ship 

ment. 

Gosta HiIs Rieder. 



- BUCK IM DIE WELT 

AUSTRIAN AVALANCHE 

IN MOUNTAIN REGION OP SMALL VILLAGE OF BLONS ON 11TH JAN 54 - AVALANCHE 30 METRES 

HIGH CRUSHED EVERYTHING IN ITS PATH. 

OUT OP A NUMBER OF 117 HOUSES, 20 SWEPT AWAY, WITH FOUNDATIONS. IMMEDIATE 

HELP BY PEOPLE OF VILLAGE. 

DURING EVENING A SECOND AVALANCHE CAME DOWN+. ALL CONNECTION WITH VILLAGE 

FROM OUTSIDE WAS SEVERED. 

PRIOR TO SECOND AVALANCHE SOME 30 PEOPLE TOOK REFUGE IN A HOUSE AND WERE SWEPT 

AWAY WITH IT. 

ON 13TH JAN FIRST OUTSIDE HELP CAME TO VILLAGE 

MAJORITY OF HOUSES UNDER SNOW AND ONEY ROOFTOPS CAN BE SEEN 

LANDING SPACE MADE FOR PLANES TO LAND. AMERICAN AIRFORCE PARACHUTED POOD AND 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES. MEANWHILE HELICOPTERS RESCUE WORK PROCEEDED. 

NUMBER OF CASUALIHES NOT YET KNOWN. BUT MORE THAN 50 MISSING. 



^ © — &i u ^ 

Slick: in die Welt(Deutsckland) 

^.awinenkatastropke im u-rossen alsertal (Osterreick ).lickt exclusiv. 

Sine folgensckwere L aw i  n e n ka t as t r oplie hat das G-rosse .valsertal ge-

troffen.Besonders sckwer wurde die tieine Ortsohaft Blons keimge-

suoht.Am Llorgen des ll.Januar ging eine 30m hohe Lawine zu Tal,die 

entwurzelte Baume and riesige f'elsblbcke mit sick fahrte.Von den 117 

Hausern des Ortes warden 20 durck die Lawine von ihren i'undamenten 

gerissen and wie Spielzeugsckackteln weggesokoben.Die Leute aus den 

versckont gebl%benen Hausern eilten zu Eilfe and begannen nack den 

versckiitte ten Menscken zu graben.Es gelang iknen auck 30 Versckiittete 

zu bergen,die sie in ein unzerstortes Haas brackten.&egen Abend ging 

dann eine zweite ^awine nieder,die das Haus mit den Geretteten and 

drei andere Gebaude begrub.Alle Verbindungen zur Aussenwelt waren 

abgescknit ten.Am 13.gelang es den eraten den Hilfskommandos,unter 

unsaglicken Sckwierigkeiten,bis nack Blons vorzudringen.Dort bot 

sick iknen ein Bild der Yerwiistung.Derx grosste fell der Hauser 

ist unter gewaltigen Jckneemassen becraben and nur nock die dckorn-

steine seken keraus.Inmitten der Zerstbrung ist allein die Lorfkir-

cke unversekrt.dogleick ging man an weitere Rettungsarbeiten,bei 

denen auck LawinenspEirhunde eingesetzt wurden.Bald erscliien auck ein 

ackweizer Hubsckrauber am Ungldcksort, fur den jedock erst ein Lande— 

platz gesckaffen werden musste .JDie amerikafniscke Luftwaffe warf /er-

sorgungsbom'ben mit Lebensmitteln una ^.edikamenten ab.Verletzte wurden 

mit Eilfe der inzwiscken gelandeten Eubsckrauber ausgeflogen. 

Die Zakl der Cpfer stekt nock nickt fast,dock we-rden z.Zt.nock iiber 

50 Personen vermisst. 



CINE SWISS JOURNAL 

SWISS AVALANCHE - 2nd SHIPMENT 

ELECTRIC RAIJ WAY LINE CUT BY AVALANCHE AT LAKE BRIENS. RESTORATION WORK BEING 

DONE. 

RAILWAY OFFICIALS KEEPING- WATCH IN CASE NEW AVALANCHE DEVELOPS 

SCENE OP VILLAGE IN CANTON OF SCHWYZ WHICH CAMERAMAN GOT WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY" 

MAN AND WOMAN COMTEK OUT OF A SHELTER WHICH WAS BUILT THIS SUMMER IN CASE 

OF AVALANCHES. 7 PERSONS FOUND REFUGE IN THIS SHELTER WHILE AVALANCHE CAME 

DOWN. 

PEOPLE LOOK I NG AT REMAINS OF HOUSES 

PANORAMIC VIEW OF MOUNTAIN AND CHURCH 

VILLAGE SCHOOL ALSO SWEPT AWAY DURING NIGHT 

CHURCH FULL OF SNOW. AVALANCHE FORCED OPEN DOOR OF CHURCH 

INTERIOR OF CHALET DESTROYED, WHERE GRANDMOTHER, MOTHER, CHILDREN KILLED 

FUNERAL SCENES - WILL NOT BE SHOWN IN SWITZERLAND 



CINE JOURNAL SUISSE. 

AVALANCHES EN SUISSE 88 METRES 14 JAN VIER 1954 

PREMIERES PRISES DE VUES RECUES 
(SCENES AVEC VICTIMES, CERSUELS ET AUTRES DESTRUCTIONS SUIVRONT) 
CES PREMIERES PRISES BE VUES CONCERNENT UN VILLAGE BAN3 LES 
ORISONS* LA SITUATION EST SEMBLABLE DANS D«AUTRES VILLAGES AI'TSINTS. 

bum# ICTMo BT/LBIS DETROIT E 
EVACUATION DE VACHES 
RECHERCHE DE DETAIL MORT DANS STABLE 
TRANSPORT BE VACHES ET CHEVRES MORTES 
VIEUX PAYSAN DE 81 ANS PLEURE SUB SES BIERS PERDUE 
ENFANTS REGARDS!1 LEUR MAISOH DETRUI2E 
PERE CHEBCHE DANS LES DECOMBRES 
PANORAMIQUE SUR DECOMBRES MAISON OUMERE A ETE BLESSES 
ENFANTS AU CHEVET MERE BLESSES (FRACTURE ET MULTIPLES CONTUSIONS) 

UN MONTAGE TOURNE A UNE AUTRE 2POQUE CCNCERTTAUT SAUVETAGE AVEC 
HELICOPTERS ET CHIENS D*AVALANCHE 
ATTSRRISS AGE HELICOPTERS DESCENTS CHIEN. RECHERCHES DANS COULEE 
AVALANCHE, DECOUVERTE D1UNE VICTIMS ENSEVELIE, TRANSPORT VICTIMS 
AVEC HELICOPTERS. 
•CES VUES CORRESPONDENT EXACTS?,CENT A CE QUI A ETE FAIT DANS PLUSIEHRS 
REGIONS SUIStiEd ET AUTRICHESNNES PAR LES SPECIALISTES SUISSES DU 
SAUVETAGE PAR AVION.) 
BILAN POUR LA SUISSE 16 MORTS, PLUSIEURS DISPARUS, 30 MAISONS 
COMPLETEMENT DSTRUITES, UN NOMBRB BEAUCOUP PLUS GRAND DE MAlSCNS 
PARTIELLEMENT DETRUITES. 
NVIRCN 60 VACHES ET GRAND NOMBRE DE CHEVRES ET MOUTONS TUES. 

BEAUCOUP DE VIES HUMAINES SAUVEES GRACE AU SECOURS IMMEDIAT AVEC 
CHIENS D'AVALANCHES, 



C I N E  J O U R N A L  S U I S S E  
SCHWEIZER FILMWOCHENSCHAU 
C INE  G IORNALE  SV IZZERO 

T E L E P H O N E  5  5 2  3 4  /  C H E Q U E S  P O S T A U X  I .  7  8  6  4  /  8 ,  R U E  D  E  H E S S E  /  G E N E V E  

14 Janvier 1954 

Avalanches en Suisse 88 metres 

Premi&res prises tie vuee revues 

(scenes avec viotimes, cercuails et autres destructions euivront) 

Oes premieres prises de vttss cancernent un village dans les 

G-rieonsi la situation est aemblable dans d* autre s villages attaints. 

Mat&riel sonmairement monte. 

Quelquas vues du village avec Stable diStruit e 

Evacuation de vaches 

Recherche de b̂ tail mort dans stable 

Transport de vaclies et ohevres mcrtes 

Vieux paysan de 81 ans pleura aur ses biens perdue 

linfants regardant leur inaison detruite 

P&re cherche dans les decombres 

Panoramioue sur d<5c ombres maison oti mbra a (St <3 blesade. 

infants au chevet m&re blessSe (fracture et multiples contusions) 

montage toumd h une autre tSpoque concemant sauvetage avec 

hdlicoptere et chiens d* avalanche 

Atterri':sage hdlicoptdre descente chien, recherGhes dans coulee 

avalanche, ddeouverte d'une victime ensevelie, transport victiue 

avec ĥ licopt&re. 

(oes vues correspondent exactemant a ce q,ui a dte fait dans plusieurs 

regicms suisses et autrichiennes par les sp6ctalistee suisses du 

sauvetage par avion.) 

Bilan pour la Suisse lb Ourts» plusieurs disparus, 30 wuisons 

compl&tement d<5truiteo, un nombre beaucoup plus grand de mat sons 

partiellement ddtruites. 

linviron 60 vaches et grand nombre de chbvres et moutons tues. 

Jaaucoup da vies humaines aauv̂ es grace au secours imwadiat avec 

ohiene d*avalanches. 

0)068 



C I N E  J O U R N A L  S U I S S E  
SCHWEIZER FILMWOCHENSCHAU 
C I N E  G I O R N A L E  S V I Z Z E R O  

T £ L £ P H O N E  5  5 2  3 4  /  C H E Q U E S  P O S T A U X  I .  7  8  6  4  /  8 ,  R U E  D  E  H E S S E  /  G E N E V E  

16 tier 1154 

Wlan<fli#a m Weae* I1 el dernier em*. 

>i—Iwnt mm* 108 altm 

Mm Im priaw # tews 

WeW et aMefii de far wmipii per jteten wwdlw ̂ wOawAM ee Wei Am lee 

de Sriaee, (etteetten eWWla «ur tewway 4e U«nee aheefoi de far et twW euleaee) 

T*mn rtMeyege ewe lolltew 

WW## aheeto 4e iHr ewtalUwt Wewws 44t>ieyege 

Gere ww wOie 

Qarie qui etonellle wmta#w peer avertir eereier el* neetew tetter 4lefelanohe 

Seine toernSe 4ew tillage ewW Way*# #e l'ep4«*teur e atteiat atee Wee## 

4e 4ifflealt4f ea rieiie 4e w tie 4 plueieure reprlew* deeeeeie evelwroho pmlant 

On hMM »t ee few aertant 4*ub sbrl ee *4lea eeeeteuiS eet 4t4 peer pe*rW* 

4ae««r a*eW#e. f pateenaw eat trewwl we Mae air daw eat ebrl p anient qpihee 

ataleaohc e ms4 tente Is wieea mliiaae 4a laar lite. 

He sepeWt ee #1 wete At laur eelew ' (Tj^ \ 

faeeweMe ewte#w aer tillage ewe 4«liae 

ftelUe We 44eaaWee WW. 4a eeetegw, we eelewtte etw «e*m$ tweel daw dlnewrw 

L,4aele 4e 4Uae» * awel 414 ree4 peeWt ie eeltf 11 e*y evelt pa d*eefwte & 

« whlen i«4eale 

Hi men wgaWnt wetejiia et rt*#W>at 

%llew i t pUe 4e wige* Vetelaadhe e mtmaa4 lee perW de l'4gliw 

Goelie d*WWW deea Ullage 4e ewW dee Orieew 

Sdeeebree 4*ee aWLet* lit dame lefel ee# feaea e tweef Is neet# 

tWweique intdrteur ehelet ddtrult ot gran*e*te, etxe et eafeot eat 4t4 We. 

Lee eiet* iee dene lear wraeell, le else ewe eee aefeet (eee dendAwe paiew 4e tee 

ee eeteet pee 4diti4ee am Wew) 

WWwmt dee tieUeee de ee petit tillage dee arleaee 

Partiolpabion de teate Is pepelaliee (eee ea&eaa, eaeee eaaaple peer d*eatrw rl11ef#e 

fmppde par le deWl. 

iiertleeeeamt & l*e#4mteer W441ateeant aprte prieee de tew, epr&e eaterramnt pendant 

01068 
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SWISS AVALANCHE 

FIRST SCENES RESCUE WORK 

VIEWS OF DESTROYED FARMS 

TRANSPORTING DEAD COWS AND GOATS 

OLD PARMER OF 81 CRIES OVER HIS LOSSES 

CHILDREN LOOKING AT DESTROYED HOUSES 

PANORAMA OF HOUSES AND DESTRUCTION 

HELICOPTERS AND DOGS RESCUING 

HELICOPTER LANDING, AND RESCUE WORK 

KNOWN DEAD - 16, IN SWITZERLAND. MANY LOST. 30 HOUSES COMPLETELY 
DESTROYED 

ABOUT 60 COWS, MANY GOATS, LAMBS &c<, DEAD 

MANY HUMAN LIVES SAVED THANKS TO RESCUE DOGS 


