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Blackpool to frfanch est  er  -  100 r i les Open nalkin^ race '  27th July 54 

^ Tki 4e.. 
^Blackpool:  Boad walkers are a hardy race,  -and even the most depressed 

holiday-makers raised a cheer as the Mayor of the famous seaside town ^  

started competitors in the 100 Mile open felking-rtace -  from Blackpool to 

Manchester and back*.. 

In heavy rain,  forty-two set  out hot-fbot for Manchester as though they 

were hoping for better  weather thera^pBh^SSLvMft^^BHMH^jj^P^ 

Bight from the start ,  MB"ft^Tlc Stone of Surryyset Z furious pace -  as 

they left  the summer gloom of Blackpool for the open road..  tVet and 

bedraggled -  many dropping spiri ts  were revived at  the f irst  feeding-pota^ 

J)nk^*as fal l ing -  and even that  made a peasant change fmom the rain. '  
. ,, (L*s*rieAft. V tv/#vv£/^) 

4  ' -Gshion for an old stager,  Tom Blchardson, who set  up the 100 miles 

walking record on a track,  eighteen years ag 

And a "stop-press winner" -  forty-three year-old Vic Stone- a Surrey 

newsagent -  comes in eighty-six minutes ahead of the f ield -to tak< 
btifrTfrer*' XTvziWy d<?J/9z>7-c//'- J, ^ . 

yiX_z*,®^re "is ^1:119 °- 17 hourS/22 minutes 26 seconds was the fastest-ever 

fbr the distance.  


