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France- The president's Greeting— Jan 3rd. '56, 

Stasis Members of the Diplomatic Corps were invited to the 

Elys^e Palace for the traditional New lear reception,heId by 

President Coty of Fiance, 

Lth time-honoured custom, the President conveyed his personal 

greetings for Xfcaxmaati 1956 to the Embassadors of many countries-

/ - including Sir Bladwyn Jebb- the british embassador. 
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London celebrated the passing of the did Year, 
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as milling crowds^saig "nail and farewell" in the good old-feshioned 

way.y In Trafalgar Square, the floodlit fountains and illuminated 

i'reee(Norway's annual gift)- made background to the 

festivities. 

For many. the closing hours of 1955 were beguiled by 
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Manwhile- insifle the Vast arena of the Albert Hall, over 5000 

revellers rang out the Olfl Year with a theme close to the heart of the 

evety Cookiey- the call of "Bow Bells". 

Yes- it's the Chelsea ̂ rts Ball- and to the non-stop music of four 

bands, there was something to suit everyone- from the romantic magic 

of slow rhythm - to the breathless performance of the 

jitterbugs. ^nd, true to the British way, some took their pleasures 

sadly.^ 

The ball was given civic approval by the presence of London's Lord 

Mayor and Lady Mayoress. 

In honour of their distinguished guests, the art students staged 
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a Lord Mayor's Show of their own- the story of the City and its 

traditions, told in a series of grotesque tableaux. 

xtiB-ygwi^gfgmgrinrafs-ywxaafir ,.s usual, they soon collapsed- under the 

excess i Ve zeal of exuberant youth of 


