
SUBIAEINE SIDON DISASTER 17/6/55. 

Here  in  Por t land  Harbour  l a  the  depot -sh ip  Maids tone  — 

mother-sh ip  to  the  Submar ine  S idon which  went  down wi th  the  loss  

of  th i r teen  l ives*  The S idon sank as  the  resu l t  of  an  explos ion  

sa l  d  to  have  occurred  in  the  forward  torpedo-room,when prepar ing  

to  leave  on  f i r ing  t r ia l s  wi th  o ther  submar ines  of  the  

squadron.  Rescue  work  was  beguh immedia te! ;  

The  S idon ' s  capta in  was  Lt - f iommander  Verry ,  who has  

a l so  seen  serv ice  In  midget submar ines»  He was  among the  

of f icers  and ra t ings  who were  p icked  up  f rom the  sea  by the  

rescue-sh ips .  I t  i s  thought  tha t  most  of  those  who were  

uaa toJ tex  unable  to  escape  had  been  k i l fe  d  by the  explos ion .  B Q gi&e 

the  mother -sh ip ,  a  c i r s le  of  a i r -bubbles  indica ted  where  the  

submar ine  lay  some for ty  fee t  be low as  d ivers  and f rogmen 

cont inued the i r  wor lWF 

Al l  these  men who took  par t  in  the  rescue  opera t  ions^  wer  0  

r i sk ing  the i r  l ives  in  the  cause  of  fluty. Outs tanding  ga l lan t ry  

was  shown by  Surgeon-Lt .  Rhodes ,  who went  on  board  the  SMhh 
75 

doomed submar ine  a f te r  the  explos ion  rescue# in jured  

sa t iaz  member  of  the  c rew.  He re turned  to  ±ry  again  a id  he  
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was  s t i l l  on  board  when the  3% S idon made her  fa ta l  p lunge ,  / 


